Related literature
For general background to zinc-maltolate complexes, see: Ahmed et al. (2000) ; Petrus & Sobota (2012a,b) . For biological activity, see: Thompson et al. (2004 Thompson et al. ( , 2006 . For ring-opening polymerization of cyclic esters, see : Chamberlain et al. (2001) . For material chemistry, see: Boyle et al. (2004) ; Kaplunov et al. (2012) . For incomplete cubane Zn 3 O 4 core topology, see: Maxim et al. (2008) ; Romero et al. (2010) . For the continuous shape measure, see: Alvarez et al. (2002) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ). Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg1 and Cg2 denote the centroids of the C29-C34 and C36-C41 rings, respectively. 
D-HÁ
Data collection: CrysAlis CCD (Oxford Diffraction, 2007 ); cell refinement: CrysAlis RED (Oxford Diffraction, 2007) ; data reduction: CrysAlis RED; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) In recent years alkoxo zinc complexes have attracted much attention for their use as initiators for the ring-opening polymerization of cyclic esters (Chamberlain et al., 2001) , metallotherapeutic drugs (Thompson et al., 2006) , and precursors of electroluminescent (Kaplunov et al., 2012) and ceramic materials (Boyle et al., 2004) . In this contects have also been investigated so for related zinc-maltolate complexes (Ahmed et al., 2000; Thompson et al., 2004; Petrus & Sobota, 2012a , 2012b (Petrus & Sobota, 2012a) . The molecular structure comprises a trimer, containing incomplete cubane Zn 3 O 4 core structure with different coordination modes around each zinc atoms (Maxim et al., 2008; Romero et al., 2010) . The Zn1 ion is coordinated in a tetrahedral manner to one ethyl and two maltolate ligands in a monodentate coordination mode through atoms O11 and O17. The Zn2 atom is five-coordinated with EtZnO 4 enviroment, comprise with zinc bonded ethyl group and three alkoxy (O3, O11, O23) and one carbonyl (O12) oxygen atoms from three maltolate ligands. The geometry around the Zn2 centre can be considered as distored trigonal bipyramid, as confirmed by the metric shape parameters S(Oh) = 3.59 (Alvarez et al., 2002) . The Zn3 ion is six-coordinated by three maltolate ligands in a bidentate chelating mode through the O atoms of alkoxy and carbonyl groups, forming five-membered Zn3/O3/C3/C4/O4, Zn3/O17/C17/C18/O18 and Zn3/O23/C23/C24/O24 chelate rings. The first of these metallacycles is twisted about the Zn3-O3 bond, while the rest have a conformation based on an envelope with the Zn3 atom as the envelope flap. The unsual elongated Zn2-O3 bond, i.e. by about 0.56 Å from the average Zn-O bond lengths within the Zn 2 O 2 diamond cores, results in a high deformation of the central core geometry (Table 1 ). The title complex shows weak intermolecular C-H···O interactions between the trinuclear units and adjacent molecules to link them into extended chain ( Table 2 ). The trinuclear cluster is also stabilized by C-H···π interactions with solvent molecules (Table 2 ).
Experimental
The title compound was prepared by a procedure similar to that described in our earlier work (Petrus & Sobota, 2012a) .
Single crystals for XRD analysis were obtained from the concentrated mother liquor at room temperature. 
Refinement
Reported crystal showed weak reflections, especially at high diffraction angle, so these were omitted from the refinement for θ > 27°. All non-H atoms, were refined anisotropically. All H atoms were geometrically positioned and treated as riding on their parent atoms, with C-H = 0.95 Å for the aromatic, 0.98 Å for the methyl and 0.99 Å for the methylene with U iso (H) = 1.5 U eq (C) for methyl H atoms or 1.2 U eq (C) otherwise. (Dolomanov et al., 2009) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) .
Computing details

Figure 1
Molecular structure and atom-numbering scheme for (I), with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level.
H atoms are omitted. Symmetry codes: (i) −x, −y+1, −z; (ii) −x+1/2, y+1/2, −z+1/2; (iii) −x+1/2, y−1/2, −z+1/2; (iv) −x−1/2, y+1/2, −z+1/2; (v) x−1, y+1, z.
